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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

Introducing the “ADVENT STORY HOUR” – Sundays, Dec. 8, 15, 22 
Taking a cue from the “Moth Radio Hour” that airs each weekend on Minnesota Public Radio, 
the Adult Education Committee wants to invite members of the church to share stories with 
us on the three Sundays of Advent that remain after the Advent Workshop, which will happen 
on Dec. 1. Taking the themes from the first three Sundays of Advent in worship – Hope, 
Peace, and Joy – we would like to welcome four or five people to share on each of the 
subsequent Advent Sundays (Dec. 8, 15, and 22), an eight-ten minute story around that 
theme. A sign-up sheet will be posted in the narthex. Please think about whether you have a 
story to share around the theme of Hope, Peace, or Joy (it doesn’t have to be a Christmas 
related story,) and consider being one of our presenters on one of these dates.  

■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

Hanging of the Greens and Ecojustice Worship – Sunday, Dec. 1 
It has become a tradition at UCCNB that on the first Sunday of Advent, as we adorn our 
space with the greens so familiar to our sense and customs, we also reaffirm our 
commitments to ecojustice and care for creation. Our youth will be part of the leadership on 
this day, and we will focus on how we can continue to strengthen our commitment to having  
a smaller carbon impact on our earth. Please join us! 

The Advent Workshop – Sunday, Dec. 1, during the Education Hour  
It has also become a beloved tradition of our church to join together in this annual event. This 
has become a “homecoming” of sorts – a time when we are reunited with members and 
friends we perhaps haven’t seen in a while. We hope you will join us again for this time of  
making Christmas crafts, enjoying homemade cookies, and being together in fellowship.  

Bake Sale – Sunday, Dec. 1, after worship 
Many members of the church are generous enough to take the time to bake delicious 
goodies to share for this bake sale, an event that was started by the “Women’s Fellowship.” 
Though this group does not meet formally any more, they do maintain a fund, out of which 
they purchase such things as cutlery for the kitchen or furniture for other spaces, as needed. 
Please come and spend a little money, and enjoy the culinary gifts of our membership.  
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Choir Christmas Program & Handbells – Sunday, Dec. 8 
Each year during one of the Sundays of Advent we welcome the Choir to sing additional 
anthems of the season. This year is no exception. We look forward to hearing three beautiful  
offerings that will help us connect more deeply with our Advent and Christmas seasons.  

Blue Christmas Service – Thursday, Dec. 12, 7:00 p.m. 
Because we all understand too well that the holidays can be times of loneliness, sadness, 
and pain—often made more acute in contrast to the merriment around us—we invite anyone 
who would like to do so to come to our Blue Christmas Service on Thursday, Dec. 12 at 7:00  
p.m. for a time of quiet reflection, support, and comfort. All are welcome. 

A Visit to Loaves & Fishes – Friday, Dec. 13 
Each year on the second Friday of December we join together to serve a 
meal at St. Stephen’s Church in Minneapolis. Those of us who are able 
gather at 2:30 to begin preparing the meal. Others join us around 5:30 to 
serve the meal. We also collect toiletries and men’s new white socks to 
give to folks as an additional outreach. 

  

Children’s Christmas Program – Sunday, Dec. 15 
On the third Sunday of Advent, the children will be sharing their Christmas program, “An Inn 
Without Borders,” a story adapted from Mitali Perkin’s Between Us and Abuela. This program is 
always a highlight of the season. Please see page 5 for more information. 

  
 

 

Christmas Eve – Tuesday, Dec. 24 
Once again, we will have our usual Christmas Eve services at 4:30 p.m. and 
10:00 p.m. The 4:30 service will be oriented toward families with younger 
children, and the 10:00 service will be a quieter service of scripture, music, and 
prayer. Candle lighting will be part of both services, and all are welcome at either 
one. We look forward to sharing this special time of remembering Christ’s birth 
with our whole-church family. 

 
SUNDAY MORNINGS (PLUS) AT UCCNB 

 

MEDITATION TIME 
Our weekly meditation time is at 8:50 a.m. before each Sunday service. We meet in classroom 
#6, downstairs. ALL are welcome for a brief (about 20 minutes) opportunity to be together in  
silent meditation. Any questions, contact Jan Truchan (651-307-1734). 

■ 

DECEMBER SUNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION 
 

Throughout the year, our adult education hour will include topics from our members, our 
Covenanted Ministers, and outside guests. Join us at 11:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  
 

Dec. 1 ADVENT WORKSHOP – please come join in the fun! 
Dec. 8 ADVENT STORY HOUR – Hope (please see the front page for more information.) 
Dec. 15 ADVENT STORY HOUR - Peace 

Dec. 22 ADVENT STORY HOUR – Joy 
Dec. 29 There will be no Adult Education on this Sunday.  
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DECEMBER WORSHIP INFORMATION   

This year our Advent season begins right on December 1st. This, as you probably remember, is 
the beginning of the liturgical year. Advent is the four-week season that precedes Christmas, 
and is a time devoted to waiting and preparing: preparing our hearts, minds, spaces, lives, for 
the birth of Christ. We begin it with a workshop of fun activities and delicious food. But we are 
also invited to enter into a time of reflection and contemplation about what Christmas really  
means to us all. May the Advent journey be a blessed one.  

Sunday, December 1: First Sunday of Advent - HOPE 
Preacher: Beth Donaldson Lectionary Readings:  

Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 13:11-14; 
Matthew 24:36-44 
Other Leaders: UCCNB Youth 

Lay Reader: Carolyn Pressler 
Music: UCCNB Choir 
Tech Support: Mike Steiner 
Communion Prep: Carolyn Chesebrough and Courtney Jahnke 
 

Sunday, December 8: Second Sunday of Advent - PEACE 
Preacher: Beth Donaldson Lectionary Readings:  

Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19;  
Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12  

Lay Reader: Linda Buchs-Hammonds 
Music: UCCNB Choir 
Tech Support: Jerry Meschke 
  

Thursday, December 12: Blue Christmas Service 
Worship Leaders: Laura Lundgren, Beth Donaldson & others 
Music: TBD 
 

 

Sunday, December 15: Third Sunday of Advent - JOY 
Leader: Amy Wick Moore/ 
   Children’s Program 

Lectionary Readings: 
Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10 or Luke 1:46b-55; 
James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 Lay Reader: TBA 

Music: UCCNB Choir 
Tech Support: Jan Truchan 
  

Sunday, December 22: Fourth Sunday of Advent - LOVE 
Preacher: Beth Donaldson  Lectionary Readings: 

Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Romans 1:1-7; 
Matthew 1:18-25 

Lay Reader: Laura Lundgren 
Music: UCCNB Choir 
Tech Support: Erik Broberg 
  

Tuesday, December 24: Christmas Eve Service: 4:30 
Preacher: Amy Wick Moore  
Music: UCCNB Children 
Tech Support: TBD 
 

 

Tuesday, December 24: Christmas Eve Service: 10:00  
Preacher: Beth Donaldson  
Music: UCCNB Choir  
Tech Support: TBD 
 

 

Sunday, December 29 
Preacher: Amy Wick Moore  Lectionary Readings: 

Isaiah 63:7-9; Psalm 148; Hebrews 2:10-18; 
Matthew 2:13-23 

Lay Reader: Doug Cran 
Tech Support: Mike Steiner 
 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
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■  ■  ■  ■  ■  

FROM YOUR LEAD MINISTER 
by Beth Donaldson  

The sequoias are holding their breath. I 
heard this recently on a television program. 
Those who study and know these trees 
best have determined that in order to 
survive the current level of drought that is 
happening in northern California and the 
pacific northwest, where these giants of our 
natural world live, they are doing something 
like holding their breath (my words, not the 
scientists’). They are not emitting the 
oxygen they normally would because are 
needing to conserve energy while they do 
not have the water they need. In an effort at 
self-preservation, they are holding their 
breath.  
 
Sequoias are the largest living organisms 
on this planet, and many of them have been 
around for centuries. They have lived 
longer than many generations of humans 
and have “seen” a lot. They are significant 
sources of life for animals, insects, and all 
of us – when they are breathing – when 
they are taking in carbon dioxide and 
releasing oxygen! But what are we to make 
of the fact that they are having to hold their 
breath?  
 
Of course, this has to do with climate 
change. And it has not been hard for me to 
extrapolate that at some level these trees 
are waiting. It seems to me that they are 
literally waiting for us, the species that has 
the power to perhaps begin to reverse 
some of the damaging aspects of shifting 
weather and evolving seasons, to turn 
things around and enable them to sigh back 
into our atmosphere and continue their long 
journeys of existence. The sequoias are 
waiting. 
 
Advent is a season of waiting and 
preparing. And we, like those giant forest 
beings, are waiting for healing, new life, 
redemption, and hope to be born into our 
world again. For us, we embody all of this in 

the Christ child – the one we call the 
Messiah – our savior, born in humble 
station on Christmas. We wait for the one 
who will call us again into a time of change 
and reform that will impact history, as Jesus 
did 2000 years ago. We wait for the voice of 
clarity and challenge that will speak so 
clearly and so profoundly as to motivate 
people to give everything to follow. We wait 
for the one who will guide us on paths of 
righteousness – through the darkness of 
pain and suffering, into the light of justice 
and joy. We are waiting. 
 
I wonder if this Advent might be one that we 
dedicate to the sequoias? I wonder if 
perhaps this year, as we await our savior, 
we might hear the call of the sequoias to be 
their saviors – to be their healing – to be 
their messiahs? I wonder if we might be 
able to see in them the glory of angels, 
rising into the heavens with their branches 
higher than most; the earthiness of the 
shepherds, faithfully connected to the 
ground that supports all life; the wisdom of 
the magi, carrying their years of experience 
forward into the future; and the vulnerability 
of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph themselves, so 
much in need of safety and support?  
 
As we wait, and wonder, and allow the 
mystery of this season to work on our souls 
and to light the way to our Christmas joy, I 
invite us to consider the waiting of the 
sequoias. This year, we wait together. We 
wait together in the darkness of this time of 
year and this time of history. We wait 
together very much in need of the healing 
and wholeness that will bring new life to our 
bodies, our relationships, our communities, 
and our planet. We wait together in 
solidarity as magnificent creations of God, 
deserving of full lives. We wait together 
under the starry nights of God’s glory and 
open our spirits to what is possible. We wait 
together and hope.  
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■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

FROM YOUR ASSOCIATE MINISTER 
by Amy Wick Moore 

In search of the Christ Child…for the 4:30 Christmas Eve service! 
If you have friends or family with a baby who might be up for playing the part of the Holy 
Family in our 4:30 Christmas Eve service, please let me know! Having our youngest baby 
serve as baby Jesus is a precious UCCNB Christmas tradition—but we don’t have any little 
babies this year (toddlers don’t work—tried it, trust me). It’s always fun to see the children, 
wide-eyed with wonder, as our baby Jesus is brought up the center aisle in the candle light and 
placed in the manger. We can always use a doll, but a real baby is so much more memorable 
and captivating for the kids and all of us!   
 

Advent Begins! 
On Sunday, Dec. 1, the youth will hang our greens in worship and we will have our much 
beloved Advent Workshop—brought to you by Roberta Peterson, Emily Bollensen, and friends.  
As usual, we have an amazing line-up of ornament crafts, cookie baking, and fun for all ages.  
Come for the crafts, the conversation, and/or the cookies. It’s Advent festivity at its finest.  
 

This Year’s Christmas Program — “An Inn Without Borders!” 
Coming to UCCNB, Sunday Dec. 15 
This year’s program introduces the celebration of La Posada Sin Fronteras (The Inn without 
Borders)—celebrated every year on the U.S.-Mexico border. Our story, adapted from Mitali 
Perkin’s Between Us and Abuela tells the tale of a girl named Maria, her brother Juan, and dog 
Santa and their journey to the border to visit their Abuela (grandmother) for this special 
celebration. In this story we get to imagine an inn without borders, where all of God’s children, 
family members, and friends, are welcome to gather around the manger, and celebrate the 
coming of the Christ Child together. 
 
The cast list and narrator parts are diverse as our global village. Parents reading this—please 
let me know if your child or youth is interested in being part of the program. We need a 
crew of villagers, maraca players, narrators, and vocalists as well as a cast of characters from 
border guard to beloved beagle and squawking seagull; there is a part for everyone. 
 
Dates for the program are as follows! If you have any questions, please talk to Amy. 

Christmas Program Dates: 
Wed. Dec. 4      5:30 Music Rehearsal 
 6:45-7:30 Program Prep. 
Sun. Dec.  8  11:00 Run Through 
Wed. Dec. 11  5:30 Music Rehearsal 
 6:45-8:00 Program Prep. 
Sat. Dec. 14       3-5:00 Dress Rehearsal 
Sun. Dec. 15      Christmas Program!  

 

Urban Immersion Service Retreat, Nov. 15-17 
The next two pages contain photos from this year’s youth urban immersion retreat. Photo 
details are on page 8. 
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Urban Immersion Service Retreat, Nov. 15-17 
PAGE 6 photos 
1) Retreat participants; Amy Wick Moore, Jonah Cran, Linus Lee, Ian Cran, Daniel Judd, 

Simon Alexander, Amanda and Heather Rodgers, Siri Kjorlien, Alexa and Scott Davis 
outside of Community Emergency Services (our first service site) 

2) The group posing in the Conference Room at Dress for Success in St. Paul (our second 
service site) 

3) Jonah Cran posing with mop in hand. 

4) Ian Cran trying out CES’s new floor cleaning machine. 

5) Linus Lee scrubbing mugs from the lounge at Dress for Success 
6) Ian Cran scrubbing sinks at Dress for Success 

  
PAGE 7 photos 
1) Taking a break during lunch at Greater Minneapolis Community Connections (our host site) 
2) Siri, Alexa, Simon, Linus, and Jonah labeling and packaging tea for the food shelf 
3) Amanda, Heather, and Alexa, packing bags of canned goods for delivery (for homebound 

clients) 
4) Making friends at the Midtown Global Market 
5) Meeting the Midtown entrepreneurs at the Global Market  
6) Enjoying a game of cards at the Midtown Global Market 
  

■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 
 

Wednesday Night Program  

Wednesday Night Program is in full swing! Please come join us. Just complete a registration 
form that’s available on Sunday mornings or by calling the office, and return it to the church 
office. 
     

DATE INTERGENERATIONAL 
ACTIVITY/ THEME 

MENU 

   

Dec. 4 Christmas Program preparations Turkey Tetrazzini, Broccoli, Spinach/Romaine/ 
Apple Salad, Rolls, Apple Cake 

Dec. 11 Christmas Program preparations Baked Potato Bar, Fruit Salad, Bread Sticks,  
Ice Cream 

Dec. 18 Christmas Games and Fun Cranberry Chicken, Au Gratin Potatoes, Corn, 
Green Salad, Sugar Cookie Bars 

Dec. 25 No Wednesday Night Program 
 

■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

YOUR UCCNB STAFF 
 

 

Rev. Dr. Beth Donaldson, Lead Minister  
    uccnbminister@usfamily.net 
Rev. Amy Wick Moore, Associate Minister    
   for Education and Faith Formation 
    uccnbame@usfamily.net 

 

 

Aaron Swestka, Accompanist  
Deb Johnson, Choir Director 
Debbie Hanson, Church Secretary  
Patrick Handt, Custodian 

 

■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 
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OUR COMMITTEES AT WORK 
 

CONTINUING STEWARDSHIP 

Generosity Abounds 
by Laurie Tralle 

Dear God, 
Teach me to be generous as You have been generous with me.  
Teach me that all I am and have are gifts from You.  
And gifts, God, are meant to be shared. 
Show me the joys of generosity.  
Help me to understand that others, perhaps unknown to me,  
  depend on me for help. 
Remind me that my world, my church, need “Good Samaritans”  
  to heal the wounds of our times. 
Make me a gift to others in Your name.  Amen. 
 

 ~Adapted from Stewardship Prayers for Generosity, Archdiocese of Detroit 
 

The 2020 Stewardship Campaign is underway, and so far response has been very 
encouraging. While it’s still early in the campaign, 61 percent of early pledgers have discerned 
their ability to give by raising the amount of their previous year’s pledge. The majority of 
pledgers have already submitted their Time & Talent forms as well. How inspiring, as we hope 
everyone reflects on the JUST Love (Restorative, Inclusive, Simple, Everything) that this world 
so needs right now!  
 
At the same time, our church financial leaders and the Continuing Stewardship Committee 
recognize the need to continue to solicit the remaining pledges for 2019 to make sure the 
resources are there to fulfill those budget obligations. As you may recall, there was a second 
request much earlier in 2019 for additional pledges in an attempt to meet the proposed budget.  
We are blessed to report that in addition to many second request responders, several pledgers 
were able to give higher amounts to meet budget needs. We are still facing a ‘deficit’ budget 
for 2019, in spite of so much generosity. In light of this, additional giving for 2019 is certainly 
welcome! And our goal is that with the proposed 4 percent budget increase for 2020, we can 
meet that budget with no additional fundraising.   
 
On a side note, we know that a number of stewardship mailings were sent without Time & 
Talent Forms. If yours was missing, please feel free to contact the church office or pick yours 
up on Sunday on the back table. We would not be UCCNB without all the people who so 
faithfully give of their time and talents in service to our church, our community, and our world! 
 
On behalf of the Continuing Stewardship Committee, thank you for your discernment and 
willingness to be as generous as God is with you! 
 

■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

DEACONS 

Each year during the holiday season we adorn our sanctuary with poinsettias. We welcome 
donations of these flowers in honor or memory of loved ones. If you would like to order plants, 
please complete the form on the next page and return it to the office before the Dec. 7 
deadline. 
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■ 

A word about applause during worship 
At our most recent Board of Deacons meeting we had a brief conversation about concern over 
the growing tendency for applause to arise during worship. While we recognize and totally 
understand the desire to communicate appreciation for what is shared in worship, especially 
musically, we would like to just raise awareness that doing so has other impacts of our worship  
life that may not be intended: 

 For some, applause becomes an interruption of the reflective and contemplative 
possibilities of our worship life. Though our worship is often informal, and may feel like 
it lends itself to more informal responses like applause, for some folks, doing so breaks 
the flow of things and is an interruption, rather than an enhancement. 

 And especially in consideration of the youth and children, we have a concern that a 
competitive atmosphere can be cultivated when we applaud for some offerings, and not 
for all. There have been times when we have even given one person a standing 
ovation, and within the same service, a smattering of clapping for another. We strive to 
communicate that all gifts are welcome here, and that no matter the ability or perfection 
of them, we are grateful. Offering one person more praise than another is appropriate 
in contexts where competition is the norm. But the church, as a reflection of the 
possibilities of the realm of God, is a place where we are invited to communicate 
something different. We profess to be an inclusive church. The Deacons invite us to  
consider this inclusion even as we affirm the gifts of all in worship.  

We are not proposing a prohibition on applause, etc. But we are inviting everyone to consider 
these ramifications and to strive to find other ways to express our affirmations and gratitude. 
We have such wonderful abundance in this church in so many ways. Help us to continue to 
nurture an environment where all are welcome, and all feel appreciated. Thank you.  
 

■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 
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FINANCIAL SECRETARIES  
 

Traditional Offering Envelopes Available for 2020 
There are many ways to make financial contributions to UCCNB including electronic funds 
transfers, stock and mutual funds transfers, Minimum Required Distributions (MRD) from 
401Ks, and of course checks.  
 
The traditional offering envelope is another way. If you would like your own for 2020 please let 
Financial Secretary, Barb Peterson (651-792-5263 or barb.peterson.wildwood@gmail.com)  
know. If you want to know more about the options, she can answer your questions.   

■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

GREEN TEAM  

Combatting the myth of warming up your car 
by Tiffany Alexander-Susens 

With colder weather upon us, we hearty Minnesotans begin the habit of letting our cars run to 
warm them up. The Green Team is here to gently nudge us away from this habit. Why is this 
important? You can help save the planet and your wallet at the same time. 
  
Idling a modern car (in any weather) for more than 10 seconds wastes more gas than 
restarting it, according to the Environmental Defense Fund (https://www.edf.org/attention-
drivers-turn-your-idling-engines). In fact, the cost of wasted fuel spent idling can be up to $650 
per year! Every ten minutes you don’t idle your vehicle saves one pound of carbon dioxide 
from entering the atmosphere. In New York City alone, it is estimated that 130,000 pounds of 
carbon dioxide are produced by idling cars.  
  
While it used to be true that it was important to let a car’s engine warm up to function well, this 
is really only true if your engine has a carburetor, and carburetors had all but disappeared by 
1990. Contemporary engines really only need a few moments to get the oil pressure moving. 
According to Popular Mechanics magazine (https://www.popularmechanics.com/cars/car-
technology/a19086/warming-up-your-car-in-the-cold-just-harms-engine/), modern engines with 
fuel injection compensate for the cold by adding more gasoline to the mix. The engine runs 
itself a bit richer until it is at approximately 40 degrees. Truly the fastest way to warm the 
engine is by driving it! Letting an engine run rich for too long can actually damage the pistons 
and cylinders, so you are doing more harm than good by warming the car for more than the 
time it takes to get the defrost going. 
  
This winter, please consider keeping your idling to a minimum. You’ll be helping to keep 
greenhouse gases out of the air, your engine will last longer, and you’ll have more money in  
your pocket. 

■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

SPECIAL FUNDRAISING  

Fine Arts and Crafts Sale a great success! 
We want to say a very big “thank you” to everyone who contributed to the success of our Fine 
Arts and Crafts sale. We were able to raise over $3200 dollars and doing so brought us over 
the amount we had committed to raising for the budget year. We are so blessed with so much 
generosity and creativity and we thank you all for sharing.  
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SOCIAL JUSTICE & OUTREACH  

December’s Special Offering: The Christmas Fund –  
A Great Way to Give Back and say, “Thank You” 

by Kwame Osei Reed and David McMahill 

Once again, our December special offering is for the United Church of Christ Christmas Fund, 
once known as “Veterans of the Cross.” The Christmas Fund is administered by the UCC 
Pension Boards and has two primary functions:  

(1) to supplement really low annuities for retired clergy and lay workers who 

served churches and are members of the Pension Fund, and 

(2) to provide emergency grants for active clergy who run into financial 

catastrophes, often having to do with medical issues not otherwise covered 

by insurance. 

 During our years of serving on the staffs of our respective 
Conferences (Central Atlantic and Minnesota), we helped arrange for 
both of those. It was shocking to meet a few of our retired clergy—
mostly those about ten to twenty years older than us—who had served 
very small, often rural, churches and whose pay while working 
consisted of a small base salary and perhaps (but not always) a small 
contribution to a UCC Annuity for them. They paid for their own health 

insurance, all their business mileage, all other business expenses…and as a result were living 
on below poverty income with extremely low annuities and social security. Then the Christmas 
Fund stepped in to supplement their income, sometimes on an on-going basis, sometimes with 
a single check at Christmastime. It would warm your heart if you could see the thank you 
letters that come each year to the staff of the Christmas Fund, letters that describe how  
absolutely essential that supplementation was to the recipients.  

We also helped more than once to arrange for payments to active clergy for great expenses 
not covered by health insurance, such as transportation to a major medical center and housing 
costs for themselves or a family member. More than once, we saw people who were able to  
avoid bankruptcy—barely—because of these gifts. 

Our gifts to the Christmas Fund make it possible for the United Church of Christ to say, “Thank  
you. You are not forgotten!” 

■  

Hat’s off to Harmony Hats  
by Iris McGinnis 

The Harmony Hats group distributed more than 500 hats, scarves, and ear-warmers in 2019. 
Eight to ten hat makers met five times to create warm fleece items that were given to 
participants at the Coat Drive, Loaves and Fishes, Vietnamese Social Services (in St. Paul), 
and the Community Support Center. Materials for the items come from donations, and the hat- 
makers would appreciate contributions at this time to continue their work in 2020.    

■  

Eleanore Troxel Memorial Lecture 

If you have an idea for a presenter for this coming winter’s Eleanore Troxel Memorial Lecture, 
please share it with Don Fancher, chair of the Social Justice and Outreach Committee, or Jan 
Truchan, chair of the Adult Education Committee. Dates and details are yet to be determined. 
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■  

From the Open & Affirming Team 

In an effort to encourage support of the GLBTQ community beyond our church, we hope that 
the following information about various GLBTQ performing groups will be helpful to you.  
Please attend and enjoy and know that doing so makes a real difference in peoples’ lives.  

 

The Minnesota Freedom Band 
Twin Cities-based (Minneapolis/St Paul), non-profit Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender and 
Allied (GLBTA) concert, jazz, and marching band 
 

Freedom Jazz! Dec 1, 2019  Swingin' the Season 
   at the Minneapolis Woman's Club 
Freedom Band    Dec 8, 2019  Winter Ball    
   Prospect Park United Methodist Church 
Freedom Jazz!    Dec 14, 2019 HUGS (Holidays Under Glass Series)    
   Crystal Court, IDS 

For times and ticket information go to https://www.mnfreedomband.org/ 

Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
Our season kicks off with our holiday concert Bell Boys! “Every time a bell rings, the audience 
will hear amazing things!” This holiday season we present an appealing collaboration: your 
favorite chorus with the ringing glory of the Bells of the Lakes handbell ensemble. Expect your 
holiday favorites mixed with contemporary works you’re sure to love! Featuring the premiere of a 
new Chanukah work, “The Coming of Light,” it’s truly going to be the most wonderful time of the 
year!  
 

December 13 & 14, 8pm and December 15 at 2pm 
Ticket information at https://tcgmc.org/2019/07/09/season-39-2/ 

One Voice Mixed Chorus: Minnesota’s LGBTA Chorus 
“Singing Darkness to Light” 

December 19 at 7:30 p.m. and December 21 at 2:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
Sundin Music Hall, Hamline University – St. Paul 

 

Ticket information at http://www.onevoicemn.org/     
 

Be sure to inquire about discounts packages for blocks of 6 tickets, or discount for single  
tickets using one of these codes: SOPRANO, ALTO, TENOR, or Bass 

■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

Minnesota Conference UCC Back Bay Mission trip— 
Jan. 26 – Feb. 8, 2020 
Once again, the UCC Minnesota Conference is planning a trip to Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, 
Miss. early next year. We have good news in that we can take as many as 30 volunteers this 
year, age 14 or older, each week.         (over)  
 

http://www.onevoicemn.org/performances/season-calendar/concerts/sdtl/
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If you would like more information about the trip or Back Bay Mission, pick up a brochure on 
the Fireside Room table any Sunday morning. If you need one mailed to you, please contact  
the office. 

■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

JOYS & CONCERNS 
 

Please do not share any information from this list on Facebook or any other social media 
without explicit permission from the people listed. We do not publish information on specific 
locations of members in hospitals or transitional care unless requested to do so. Please  
ask one of the ministers for more information. 

Gigi Nauer (previous Pilgrim Point Camp Director) has begun chemotherapy for colon cancer. 
She and Robin welcome our prayers.  

Marvon Bay died on Sunday, Nov. 3. His service was held here on Friday, Nov. 8. 
Jeff and Rachel Cagle are expecting a baby in April. 

Residents of Assisted Living:  
The Landmark of Fridley: 
   Bud & June Kuether 
Homestead in Anoka: 
   Tom Biro  

Good Samaritan Society in Robbinsdale:  
   Kathy Gedde 

■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

2 Joanne O’Shea 13 Bryan Jarosak 21 Betty Doyle 
 Deb DeBruin 15 Bonnie Bohn  Ann Haverkamp 
 Patty Hanson 16 Roberta Peterson 22 Brendan Livingston 
 Terry Wold  Sue Schweitzer  Samantha Livingston 
8 Carol Casebolt 17 Betty Miller 24 Darlene Bunker 
 Debbie Hanson  Carol Morgan  Jon VanderWolde 
10 Lola Ehrenberg  Dan Judd 25 Leo Ehrenberg 
11 Jerry Vitzthum  Nora Henson 26 Jim Peterson 
 Nadia Karin Simons 19 Kate Hellmich   28 Mackenzie Woods 
 Payton Clerc  Hal Schippits  Josh Braun 
12 Pat Dion   30 Maria Benson 
 Donna Wold     

 

THANK YOUs 

Mary Weisensel called to say thank you for the many cards and prayers when she lost both 

her husband Larry and her daughter Teri Mattson this summer and fall. She also thanks Beth  
for coming to Teri’s visitation, and Laura Lundgren for coming to the funeral.  

From Courtney Jahnke and Ross Wilke 

Thank you to those who helped us with the pop tab collection the last two years. We took four 
boxes (pictured at right) to the Ronald McDonald House in early November. As the holidays 
approach this season, don’t forget us in your celebration!  

 


